Upcoming Events/Announcements

If someone you know has become homebound or has moved to a care
center, please let us know so we can include them in our care
ministries. We love our whole church family and want to ensure that
everyone is included, remembered, and loved.

August Mission: Back to School Supply Drive

Canyon Lake UMC partners with Meadowbrook Elementary
School to ensure the kids have school supplies and clothes in
case of emergencies.

We are excited to add another layer of support to students during
our RCAS Clothing Closet Giveaway on August 20. Families
across the district are welcome to come "shop" for free clothing
from the RCAS lost-and-found and pick up needed school

supplies as well!
*Donations of listed items and monetary gifts are both welcome! Please
denote any monetary gift as "August Mission" or "School Supplies."
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Calendar at a Glance

August 20: Student Clothing Closet Giveaway 4:30-
7:30PM

August 22: Potluck after Saturday Service

August 25: Blood Drive — Save the Date! 2-5:30 PM
September 13: Fall Kick-off Festival 12-2PM

THE PATH

For the week of
August 16 , 2026
Canyon Lake United Methodist Church
Rapid City, SD

that God is light and in him arkness at all

A LETTER FROM

love one another

Beloved,

There Is ne foar in lowe but porfoct lows casts oul fear;

"John's First Letter"

Bus have been arcinted by the Holy One,
abide in him o s
and his love is perfecied in us

Through the month of August, we are sharing together the brief New
Testament letter of 1 John. This short, pastoral letter is absolutely
one of the hinge-pins of our United Methodist theology. Although
John Wesley never based any sermon solely on this letter, 1 John 4
was the scripture that appeared in his writing and speaking more
than any other passage. This week we are walking together through
1John 3.

Prayer: Lord, we shout with joy for your goodness in our lives today.
Warm our hearts so that others can feel that warmth radiating from
us to them. Remind us that you are the ruler of this earth, and that
you alone are worthy of our praise. Through us let the entire world
know the peace of your reign. Amen.



Monday 8.17 "Identity" 1John 3:1-3

We ARE children of God! This identity brings with it the same “rights
and status” as it does for God’s Son, Jesus. What he has (grace,
forgiveness, etc.), is also ours and this identity should absolutely
shape our actions, thoughts and interactions every day. Reflect on a
time when you felt the assurance of being God's child. How did that
experience influence your faith journey?

Tuesday 8.18 "Transformation” 1John 3:4-6
Jesus came to earth and lived as we live with one major difference,
he lived perfectly as God intended: listening to and obeying God’s
desires, not following his own desires. His death opens a powerful
transformation that we are called to strive for, walking from
sinfulness to righteousness, even if we don’t get it right all the time.
In what ways can you be transformed to reflect the sinless nature of
Christin your interactions with others?

Wednesday 8.19 "Practicing Sin" 1John 3:7-10
Following Jesus doesn’t mean we suddenly become perfect and sin
free. Instead, it means we break from the pattern or habit of sin that
is so prevalent in our world. We choose to live into our new identity
and strive to live lives not characterized by unrepentant sinfulness.

Thursday 8.20 "A Deeper Issue" 1John 3:11-17
Our actions don’t just happen, they are linked to what is going on in
our hearts and minds. Cain didn’t just kill his brother on a whim, he
harbored jealously, envy, hatred, pride, and a lack of love. We must
search ourselves to understand where sinful actions or words come
from in order truly be transformed.

Friday 8.21 "Confidence" 1John 3:18-22
Very few of us are confident in all things at all times. And faith is no
different. We struggle to know if we’re still doing the right thing, we
fear we can’t hear God clearly. But here we are reminded that God’s
Spiritis in us and works to help us trust with confidence in God’s

love for us and our identity as God’s child! Sometimes it’s hard to
feel confident, but when we walk in obedience and love, our hearts
find peace and confidence before God. How can being part of a
Christian community help us maintain our assurance and
commitment to living out the truth?

Saturday 8.22 "LOVE!" 1John 3:23-
24

The command to love recurs all throughout the Bible, from Genesis
to Revelation. It shows up in word and deed, through laws,
prophets, and Jesus. The early Christian community was known for
its love and care for one another, which served as a powerful
witness to the surrounding culture. Genuine love for others is the
evidence of true faith in Jesus. Our love for one another reflects our
relationship with God and is a testimony to the world. In what ways
can you demonstrate love for others in your community, reflecting

the commandmentin 1 John 3:23?

Devotions written this week with help from biblehub.com/study
Sermon Notes
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